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Football Dubai International Sports Conference

Platini is keen
to preserve
game’s beauty

UEFA chief demands players show referees respect

Mot Mg

UEFA president Michel Platini has
outlined his long-term vision in
Dubai days after being revealed as
the only candidate for one of the
most powerful posts in football,

Platini, 59, will be re-elected
unopposed for the 2015 UEFA pres-
Idential election campaign after the
December 24 deadline passed with-
out any othor submissions. The
former France and Juvenmtus star
was first edected In Janwary 2007,
being voted in for a second term in
March 2011

He began the ninth edition of
the two-day Dubal International
Sports Conference at Atlantis, The
Palm Hotel with & unifying mes-
sage, demanding "total respect™ for
roferees and vowing 1o “keop the
Dbeauty of the sport”™.

“Football is a sport for the peo-
ple,” Platini said, in front of a star-
studded asudience that included
Russia Fabio Capello,
former Netheriands striker Patrick
Kluivert and a plethora of industry
insiders.

“Football players should mnot
make criticisms of the referve,
There should be total respect.

*1 am In favour of the temporary
sending off of players for the criti-
cisms to referees. We will test this
ot youth championships,

“It could give interesting results.

“The future of football must com-
bine conservatiam and sudacity,
passion and resson. Football is the
most beautifal game in the world

“We want to change this sport too
much, we must keep the beauty of
sport. We just have to change some
of the bad aspects, no substantial
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Decks clasrnd: PMatinl is set to be re-elected at UEFA prasident unopposed.
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ball is a sport more than a business.
“After eight years, | still befieve
o this, | agree with this important
principle.
“The fodtball community should
follow this. The future of football
depends on this™

by people who do not love football.
There will still bo yellow cards, but
maybe it will be interesting 1o have
another card.

“This white card would send off
a player for a few minutes, maybe
five or 10. This would be a way to
promote the game among fans who
don’t want to see this,

“With a white card, there would
be no suspension. | think we should
learn from other sports, like rughy,
who have used this system.”

Platini was joined on the stage
by UEFA% chiel referecing offic.
er Pledluigl Colline, who worked

Platinl has recently campalgned
for the sin-binning of players, first
Introdecing the Mea of a “white
card” in October,

This initiative was met by stern

changes. For o ple, a football
directoe should not revolutionise
by definition. He has to be creative
and preserve beautiful aspects of
the sport.

“UEFA has to preserve a love
of the game. In 2007, during the
assembly of UEFA | stated during
my spoech for candidacy that foot-
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Platini's achievements

§ e from FIFA president
Sepp Blatter, but his political rival
refused to give up the topic when
talking in the UAE.

“Those who don't love footbail, it
Is related to the behaviour of foot-
ball players,” Platini said. “Lice play-
acting, bad behaviour, criticism of
the referee, These are not accepted

as a leading match official for
more than 15 years He echoed
Platinl’s remarks that the game
should introduce more “simple
rules”, as well as reiterating the
Introduction of a second referoe,

“We need simple rules, that can
be understood by everybody,” the
2002 World Cap finsl reforee said.
“The offside rule reguiation is
something UEFA have worked on
specifically.

“"We should focus on the rules
that punish players for three differ-
ent fouls which lead to a sending off

El Shaarawy hopes

or penalty kick. It is too penalising I '.‘;.: & ~3.’ e E:_'_. -~z -
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« "We do no want to panish too
much, Sometimes, thern is honesty
Isvolved in committing fouls.

"Having two referees can
improve the whole game. In the
penalty area, there can be many
different episodes where a second
referee can give a good contribu-
thom,

“During cormer Iicks players
Bight with each other. But, pashing
In the pesalty ares ix diminishing,

“In the Premicr League, there is
no tradition of refereeing like this,
20 the situation is not good.

*Technology Is expensive but can
be introduced 1o control and give a
better view of things.”

My hoart beats for Milan: Seys Stephan [ Shastrwy.
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