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Cristiano Ronaldo won the Globe Soccer Awards honour for Best Player in 2011. Photo Courtesy / Globe Soccer
Awards
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DUBAI // Some of the biggest names in world football will be gathered in
Dubai on December 29 for the fifth Globe Soccer Awards, where the
game’s best clubs, players, coaches, agents and media will be recognised
across 15 categories.

Uefa president Michel
Platini to kick off Dubai
Sports Conference

Real Madrid, Bayern Munich, Juventus, Ajax and Basel are locked in a fiveway battle for “Club of the Year” in the event to be televised live by Abu
Dhabi TV from Atlantis, The Palm Dubai.

Globe Soccer awards
live on Abu Dhabi Sports

Other awards will go to Best Player of the Year, Best Coach, Best Agent of
the Year and Best Media Attraction in Football.

Globe Soccer
conference designed with
Dubai clubs in mind

The event, formally known as the Globe Soccer Awards – presented by
Audi, is organised by Dubai Sports Council and BC Bendoni
Communications.

Radja Nainggolan fires
AS Roma one point back
of Juve; AC Milan reach
sixth
Arsenal spirits raised;
Lampard lifts Man City –
EPL action in pictures

“We will welcome to the red carpet great stars of our game,” said
Tommaso Bendoni, Globe Soccer founder and organiser.
The awards will come at a gala dinner at the conclusion of the second day
of the Globe Soccer annual meeting, dedicated to leading football
operators.

http://www.thenational.ae/sport/football/dubai-set-to-host-fifth-globe-soccer-awards

1/5

26/1/2015

Dubai set to host fifth Globe Soccer Awards | The National

Winners of the awards will be chosen from a jury made up of
representatives of the European Football Agents Association and
European Club Association as well as other personalities from the world of
football.
Two new awards have been added this year: Referee of the Year and
Player Revelation of the Year.
Voting is now open for the Fan Favourite of the Year, with fans
encouraged to choose their No 1 player on the Globe Soccer mobile phone
app.
Last year, Franck Ribery of Bayern Munich was chosen 2013 Best Player
of the Year, Bayern Munich were honoured as best club and Antonio Conte
of Juventus best coach.
Follow us on Twitter @SprtNationalUAE
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Football stars jetting in as part of Dubai
International Sports Conference at Atlantis
By Alaric Gomes Senior Reporter
Published: 18:23 December 18, 2014

Image Credit: AFP
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High five, we're going to Dubai!

Dubai: The presence of Real Madrid stars Cristiano
Ronaldo and James Rodriguez along with the Fifa
World Cup trophy will be among the highlights at this
year’s Dubai International Sports Conference to be held
at Atlantis The Palm on December 28-29.
Organised under the patronage of Shaikh Hamdan Bin
Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of
Dubai and Chairman, DSC, details of this year’s
conference held under the slogan “Towards Smart
Football” were disclosed by Saeed Hareb, General
Secretary, DSC, on Thursday.
The German Football Association (DfB) has agreed to
put the Fifa World Cup trophy on display at Atlantis, The
Palm on both days of the conference, while Ronaldo
and Rodriguez will be among the high-profile guests at
the annual ‘Dubai Football Gala Globe Soccer Awards’.
Other top-notch footballers who have confirmed their
attendance are players from Real Madrid and AC Milan
including Fernando Torres, Tony Kroos and Gareth Bale
as they prepare for their exhibition match at The Sevens
ground on December 30.
Organized in association with Globe Soccer, prominent
among the speakers will be some of the biggest and
best football entities including Italian giants AC Milan,
who will have a special session delving on the success
of the club that has so far won an amazing 41
international trophies so far.
Some of the stand-out speakers who will be involved
with the two-day conference are Arjen Robben, Mario
Goetze, Fabio Capello, Michel Platini, Filippo Inzaghi,
http://gulfnews.com/sport/football/coming-to-dubai-in-december-cristiano-ronaldo-james-rodriguez-and-the-world-cup-trophy-1.1429064
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Fiorentino Perez, former star Patrick Kluivert and
Stephan Al Shaarawy.
“We are not bringing in anything new here, but just
continuing our long-term plan to achieve our targets and
the targets set by our leaders. Only yesterday we had a
message from His Highness Shaikh Mohammad Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai with his ‘Vision 2021’. It
is now time for us to make a start and put things
together to raise the level of football in the UAE and the
region at large,” Hareb said.
Hareb was pleased to welcome the stars to Dubai
simply because of the value the event and the
individuals bring to the city. “Ronaldo has 130 million
followers on Facebook, another 9 million on Instagram
and a further 30 million on Chinese social site Weibo.
This is an amazing advertisement for Dubai and the
work that is being done by the Dubai Sports Council,”
Hareb added.
Once again the Rashid Paediatric Centre, Dubai will be
the charity partner of the event. With schools shut for
the festive break, at least 50 children will be present at
the gala night where they will perform before the
celebrities.
Hareb was pleased with the manner in which the
football fraternity has responded to the annual
conference. “We have ensured to stick to our policy of
bringing in only the best in the business. Being a keen
sportsman, Shaikh Hamdan has been hands-on with the
preparations for this conference. The end goal is to
ensure Dubai benefits from having the cream of football
right here and we are pleased with the way the players
and clubs have responded,” he said.
http://gulfnews.com/sport/football/coming-to-dubai-in-december-cristiano-ronaldo-james-rodriguez-and-the-world-cup-trophy-1.1429064
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9th Dubai International Sports Conference opens at
Atlantis The Palm Hotel
by Sport360 staff (/author/17579/sport360-staff)
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Last year's winner: Real Madrid's Cristiano Ronlaldo won the Globe Soccer Award last term.
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The ninth edition of the Dubai International Sports Conference will open tomorrow morning at
9am (in Dubai) in the new setting of the Atlantis The Palm Hotel, and with the hope of the
Dubai Sports Council will break all the records of the previous editions.
Here at sport360: English

- #360Awards: VOTE for your star sportsmen, sportswomen and teams
We are conducting a quick survey to help us
(http://sport360.com/article/awards/30424/360awards-vote-your-star-sportsmenbetter understand our users and how to
sportswomen-and-teams-2014)
improve our website.
- #Quiz360: WIN dinner for 2 at Media
Rotana No Thanks
Start Survey
(http://sport360.com/article/quiz/30657/quiz360-saturdays-teasers-win-dinner-2media-rotana)

For five years the formula has included Globe Soccer, and the last four editions have included
the Football Awards at the end of the conference; which recognises those who enrich the
world’s most popular sport. On the evening of December 29, we will learn the names of all the
winners, chosen by a jury from the shortlists drawn up by the relevant associations (ECA, the
European club association, and EFAA, the association of FIFA agents) and the choices made by
the chief refereeing officers (the candidates are the referees who were in charge of all the
major finals played around the world in 2014).
The opening works, following the presentation by the organisers, will be left to Michel Platini,
the UEFA President, as an acknowledgment of the European federation after the three
successes at the most recent World Cups, won by Italy (2006), Spain (2010) and Germany
(2014), with the first ever victory in South America and the taking of the lead over South
America in terms of cups won (11 to 9).
The fact that Europe has understood the current reality is shown by the attendance in Dubai.
The sponsors are here (Emirates has called up Real Madrid and AC Milan for a friendly - with
42,000 paying spectators - on December 30) and they arrive here from all parts of the world,
all the more given the forthcoming Expo 2020 and the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.

How many times has Cristiano Ronaldo won the Globe
Soccer Award?
2
3
4
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Also present here on December 29, will be the President of the Italian National Olympic
Committee (CONI), Giovanni Malagò who has just announced Rome’s candidacy to host the
Games in 2024 and he will come to reiterate that goal in the city which, above all others,
deserves to be studied given that Dubai promises a “Smart” Expo.
The opening will be solely for Michel Platini, on his second visit to Globe Soccer, with comment
on all major issues, but with particular attention for the game itself and its needs. UEFA has
stated it is against the introduction of video replays and probably its president, as a former

star player, will justify that position in technical terms, clarifying the grounds for not so much a
conservative approach as a defence of the authentic spirit of football.

Moreover, if FIFA has now chosen to complicate the regulations with interpretations on the
offside rule, this means that the search is on for doubt rather than for certainty.
Platini will have alongside him Pierluigi Collina, UEFA’s chief refereeing officer, an excellent
companion when talking about refereeing rules. The talk will return to the issue of goal line
officials and the Brazilian timeout, and probably with a few new ideas on substitutions and
yellow and red cards.
The first day will then see Andrea Agnelli, President of Juventus, open the second session.
Juventus has won the championship for the last three years in Italy and has led the table for
four. The ECA has nominated it for the best team of 2014, together with Real Madrid and
Bayern Munich, considering Juventus’ record of 102 points established in May, the absolute alltime record for European football.

Agnelli will talk about the situation of Italian football and the potential for growth of the only
club in Italy which owns its own stadium.
AC Milan, which arrived in the Emirates this evening, will be centre stage in the final session of
the first day. This too is by way of recognition, this time to Berlusconi who managed to bring
his club to be number one in the world in terms of international titles, a record equalled only
last Sunday by Carlo Ancelotti’s Real Madrid. AC Milan will be discussed by Fabio Capello,
Filippo Inzaghi and El Shaarhawy.
On December 29, it will be the turn of Germany, the world champions, after a session which
the UEFA Secretary General will moderate covering the organisational success of the Champions
League and the new formula for qualifying for the European championships, with Malagò
explaining the sustainability of major events after the IOC’s change in approach.
The close will be entrusted to a very topical issue, given the opening of the transfer market
scheduled for January 5. Dubai will present the first probable surprise, with Torres joining
Miguel Angel Gil, the heart of Atletico Madrid famous for its footballing miracles and financial
fair play.
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Uefa president joins Patrick Kluivert, Fernando
Torres, Fabio Capello and Filippo Inzaghi in
annual football debate
By Ashley Hammond, Staff Reporter
Published: 16:12 December 27, 2014

Dubai: Uefa President Michel Platini will headline an
array of guest speakers at the ninth Dubai International
Sports Conference at Atlantis, The Palm, hotel on
Sunday and Monday.
The French 1984 European Championship winner and
three-time Ballon D’Or recipient will be joined by past
and present players and coaches such as former
Holland and Barcelona forward Patrick Kluivert, exEngland manager and current Russia coach Fabio
Capello, former AC Milan player and current Rossoneri
coach Filippo Inzaghi and current AC Milan forwards
Fernando Torres and Stephen Al Shaarawy.
Also in attendance will be renowned former referee and
http://gulfnews.com/sport/uae/michel-platini-headlines-dubai-sports-conference-1.1432627
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current Uefa chief refereeing officer Pierluigi Collina,
along with Uefa general secretary Gianni Infantino,
Juventus president Andrea Agnelli, Atletico Madrid
president Miguel Angel Marin and AC Milan director
Umberto Gandini.
The two-day conference is organised by Dubai Sports
Council and will conclude with the sixth Globe Soccer
Awards presented by Audi, which recognises excellence
in the football industry.
This year’s conference and award ceremony act as
added build-up to Tuesday’s much-anticipated friendly
at The Sevens stadium between record 10-time
European champions Real Madrid and seven-time
winners AC Milan.
Platini will open Sunday’s first session discussing the
future of football with Collina, before Agnelli discusses
smart investment with Nottingham Forest’s Kuwaiti
chairman Fawaz Al Hasawi, UAE Pro League chief
executive officer Suhail Al Arifi and Emirates Airline
Group’s senior vice president for airport services
Mohammad Mattar. The third session will see Capello
discuss AC Milan’s formula for success with Inzaghi and
Al Sharaawy.
In Monday’s first session, Infantino will discuss smart
administration with Gandini, president of the Italian
National Olympic Committee Giovani Malago, sports
marketing expert Marco Bogarelli and vice president of
the Japanese Football Association Tashima Kohzo.
Koch Rainer, vice president of the German Football
Association, will then discuss Germany’s 2014 World
Cup success and Bayern Munich’s dominance with
Bayern’s Moroccan centre-back Mehdi Benatia and
http://gulfnews.com/sport/uae/michel-platini-headlines-dubai-sports-conference-1.1432627
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Bayer Leverkusen’s team physician Karl-Henrich
Dittmar.
The conference will then wrap up on a potentially
awkward note, with Torres taking centre stage along
with Atletico Madrid president Miguel Angel Marin and
Kluivert. Torres has been linked with a return to
boyhood club Atletico in the January transfer window
after having scored just once for AC Milan since joining
on loan from Chelsea in the summer.
Although the final debate is rather loosely focused
around success stories from the perspective of clubs
and players, Torres could be found dodging questions
surrounding his poor form and the need to rediscover
himself with a rumoured return to the Vicente Calderon
Stadium this winter.
It had been thought Torres wouldn’t be travelling with
AC Milan due to his seemingly imminent return to Spain,
but if he does land in Dubai this on-stage encounter
could provide some clues as to his future.
Sunday’s schedule

10.15-11.15am — First session: Future of Football
Michel Platini, President of Uefa
Pierluigi Collina, Uefa chief refereeing officer, View of
Uefa
11.15am-12.15pm — Second session: Smart
Investment
Andrea Agnelli, Juventus Chairman, Club Investment
Strategy
Fawaz Al Hasawi, Nottingham Forest Chairman, Arab
Investment in Football
http://gulfnews.com/sport/uae/michel-platini-headlines-dubai-sports-conference-1.1432627
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Suhail Al Arifi, CEO UAE Pro League, UAE League
Investment
Mohammad Matter, Emirates Airline Group, The
Investments in the Sport Industry
12.30-1.30pm — Third session: AC Milan Formula
Fabio Capello, Russian National Team Coach, Modern
Coach Football Strategy
Filippo Inzaghi, AC Milan Coach, Group Experience
from player to coach
Stephan Al Sharaawy, AC Milan Player, Playing in AC
Milan
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Abu Dhabi Media selected as official media partner of "Globe Soccer" Awards 2014
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ABU DHABI, 24th December, 2014 (WAM) -- Abu Dhabi Media (ADM), today announced that fans across the region will have the opportunity
to follow their favorite football stars at the internationally recognised Globe Soccer Awards ceremony, which will take place within the Dubai
Football Gala organised by Dubai Sports Council in partnership with BC Bendoni group.
The event, held annually in the UAE, will take place on December 29 at Atlantis the Palm, Dubai, to honour players, coaches, referees and
football personalities for their achievements at one of football’s most exclusive global events.
As Globe Soccer’s official media partner, Abu Dhabi Media will conduct exclusive interviews with the worlds most renowned and influential
football players, coaches and personalities throughout the conference.
Fans will enjoy exclusive coverage from Abu Dhabi Sports, which will begin with a special live studio analysis at 7:00PM. Live broadcast of
the awards ceremony will also be taking place, providing in-depth analysis on the winners, in addition to exclusive interviews with the winners
and attendees.
Additionally Star FM’s ‘Xtra Sport’, presented by Haitham Obaid, will broadcast live from the event. Editorials as well as exclusive interviews
will be on offer from both Al Ittihad and The National. Both publications will also be presenting a special video on its website showcasing the
highlights from the event and conversation with a high-profile football star.
Abu Dhabi Media’s audiences will have the chance to meet football stars and attend the awards ceremony through a joint competition
organized by Al Ittihad, The National, Star FM and Abu Dhabi Sports. Soccer fans can participate in the competition by texting the word
‘Sports’ in to 3664.
Mohamed Ebraheem Al Mahmood, Chairman and Managing Director of Abu Dhabi Media commented: "ADM’s exclusive partnership with
Globe Soccer is testimony to our commitment to delivering leading regional and international sports events to audiences in the UAE and the
region. Our extensive coverage of the Dubai International Sports Conference and live coverage of Globe Soccer’s awards ceremony will
showcase a remarkable year of achievements and exceptional coverage across ADM’s multiple platforms. We look forward to continuing our
tradition of excellence in covering football as we head into a New Year."

WAM/Hazem/AAMIR

!

Next Story:UAE and Jordan sign MoU for consumer protection (/en/news/emirates/1395274288851.html)

Other News of Sports
$

Dubai Chamber sponsors Dubai Police's 5th Sports vs Crime International Conference (/en/news/sports/1395275463007.html)

$

Hamdan bin Rashid receives delegation from Newbury Racecourse (/en/news/sports/1395275462768.html)

$

Sultan bin Zayed attends President's Cup for Junior and Young Riders (/en/news/sports/1395275458586.html)

$

Oman aims for all-round success as host of GCC Women's Games (/en/news/sports/1395275456559.html)

http://www.wam.ae/en/news/sports/1395274289332.html

Page 1 of 1

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 28 Dec 2014 - Page #2

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014122800000000001001&page=2&paper=A4

1/23/15 1:29 PM

Page 1 of 2

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 28 Dec 2014 - Page #4

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014122800000000001001&page=4&paper=A4

1/23/15 1:17 PM

Page 1 of 2

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 28 Dec 2014 - Page #4

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014122800000000001001&page=4&paper=A4

1/23/15 1:17 PM

Page 2 of 2

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 29 Dec 2014 - Page #2

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014122900000000001001&page=2&paper=A4

1/23/15 1:32 PM

Page 1 of 2

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 29 Dec 2014 - Page #3

12/29/14 10:24 AM

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014122900000000001001&page=3&paper=A4

Page 1 of 2

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 29 Dec 2014 - Page #3

12/29/14 10:24 AM

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014122900000000001001&page=3&paper=A4

Page 2 of 2

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 30 Dec 2014 - Page #1

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014123000000000001001&page=1&paper=A4

1/23/15 1:28 PM

Page 1 of 2

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 30 Dec 2014 - Page #2

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014123000000000001001&page=2&paper=A4

1/23/15 1:19 PM

Page 1 of 2

The National Digital Edition - Sport - 30 Dec 2014 - Page #2

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60972014123000000000001001&page=2&paper=A4

1/23/15 1:19 PM

Page 2 of 2

The National Digital Edition - The National - News - 30 Dec 2014 - Page #1

http://thenational.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=60942014123000000000001001&page=1&paper=A4

1/23/15 1:26 PM

Page 1 of 2

26/1/2015

Cristiano Ronaldo 'best player of the year' at Dubai football gala - Al Arabiya News

Cristiano Ronaldo 'best player of the year' at
Dubai football gala

Real Madrid's Portuguese football player Christiano Ronaldo (L) talks with UEFA President Michel Platini
after hereceives the " Best Player of the Year" award on December 29, 2014 in Dubai. (AFP)

By Staff writer | Al Arabiya News
Tuesday, 30 December 2014

Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo capped off a near-perfect 2014 on Monday as he picked up his third
Globe Soccer Player of the Year trophy at the Dubai Football Gala on Monday night.
The 29-year-old captain arrived at the luxury hotel Atlantis The Palm to be greeted with a standing ovation
and a swarm of camera phones.
When the star was reminded the last time he collected the Player of the Year award in Dubai he followed it
up with the Ballon d’Or, football’s most prestigious award, he said: “I hope it can be a good signal, but I am
not worried about that.”
“The people who vote know what they need to do. I feel happy. This is one more trophy for dedication and
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/sports/2014/12/30/Cristiano-Ronaldo-best-player-of-the-year-at-Dubai-football-gala.html
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hard work.”
Ronaldo broke the record this year for the number of goals scored in a single Champions Leagues “La
Liga” season – he reached 200 league goals in just 178 games.
Ronaldo found himself among familiar faces as his Madrid teammates and staff completed a sweep at the
annual awards ceremony. Colombian midfielder James Rodriguez, whom Madrid signed in the summer
after a breakthrough World Cup in Brazil, was given the Player Revelation of the Year Award. Manager
Carlo Ancelotti collected the Coach of the Year trophy. And Florentino Perez was chosen as the President
of the Year. The awards ceremony is part of the Globe Soccer conference.
“I feel very honored to collect my first [individual] trophy with Real Madrid,” Rodriguez said.
“To win more with the club is very important in my career. I want to improve, I want to please the
supporters and I want to win more with this prestigious club. It is that simple.”
Madrid, the 2014 Uefa Champions League winners, are in town for the annual Dubai Football Challenge,
an exhibition match against AC Milan tonight at The Sevens. The side were awarded Team of the Year in
recognition of their historic 10th European Cup in May.
“It was one of the biggest emotions this season,” Ronaldo said. “It was a special moment. Madrid were
looking very forward to La Decima and I have to say, I am very proud. We did a fantastic season and won
four titles, which was very important and we are one of the best teams in the world.”
Other winners on the night included Mehdi Benatia, who won Best Arab Player and Filippo Inzaghi, the AC
Milan coach, who was presented the Player Career Award for more than 20 years as a professional.
The former Juventus and Milan striker was a member of the victorious Italian national team at the 2006
World Cup, while he also lifted three Serie A titles and two Uefa Champions League crowns.
Inzaghi scored both Milan’s goals in the 2007 final victory against Liverpool.
“They were probably the best goals I scored because they were some of the most important,” Inzaghi
said. “I am a lucky man because I’m now the coach of my home team. It’s a great team and a great
emotion to coach them.
Last Update: Tuesday, 30 December 2014 KSA 15:27 - GMT 12:27
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of 1.2 billion, has no shortage of potential players. (File photo: AFP)

By Sudipto Ganguly | Reuters, Mumbai
Monday, 26 January 2015

While the cream of Asian football fights for glory in the region’s biggest tournament, the indifference of
Indian broadcasters to the Asian Cup is a major setback to those hoping to grow the game in the world’s
second-most populous country.
Described by FIFA President Sepp Blatter as a “sleeping giant” of world football, India, with is population of
1.2 billion, has no shortage of potential players.
However, the national side is languishing at a worst-ever ranking of 171 and the cricket-obsessed country
has shown few signs of waking from its soccer slumber.
That is not to say there is no interest in the game.
There is huge appetite for England’s Premier League and Spain’s La Liga, while the franchise-based
Indian Super League, with its cast of celebrity owners, foreign managers and a sprinkling of high-profile
players, was very well received.
The ISL, which had its inaugural season last year, reached the television screens of 170 million Indians in
its first week and many hoped its success would be a platform to build on.
However, with India failing to qualify for the showpiece Asian Cup, currently being held in Australia this
month, the momentum has been lost.
Subrata Dutta, vice president of the All India Football Federation, told Reuters that the tournament held
little interest for broadcasters without an Indian presence.
“The relevance is not there for the channels,” he said. “The Asian Cup is now of little importance to us
because India are not playing.”
While Rupert Murdoch’s Star Sports packaged the ISL with the right mix of promotion and presentation to
grab viewers, the tournament also packed out stadiums and enjoyed a strong presence on social media.
The ISL semi-final second leg between FC Goa and Atletico de Kolkata last month was played at a soldout 27,000-capacity Fatorda Stadium in Goa.
In stark contrast, last weekend’s domestic football league opener at the same stadium sold 125 tickets.
India qualified for the last edition of the Asian Cup in Qatar four years ago by virtue of winning the AFC
Challenge Cup, a tournament organised to allow lower-ranked countries play in continental competition.
The games were shown live and while India lost all their group matches they earned high praise for the
fight they showed against higher-ranked Asian competition.
Instead of building on that, however, the national team’s performances have nosedived and broadcasters
showed no interest in buying television rights for this year’s Asian Cup, instead hedging on the safety of
cricket and Australian Open tennis.
“It is a setback, there’s no doubt about it,” Dutta added.
“For the commercialization of the game and for funds to support development, the visibility is of prime
importance.
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/sports/2014/12/30/Cristiano-Ronaldo-best-player-of-the-year-at-Dubai-football-gala.html

3/4

26/1/2015

Cristiano Ronaldo 'best player of the year' at Dubai football gala - Al Arabiya News

“The performance and participation of the national team in international tournaments is very important for
the development and promotion of the game.”

Contrasting fortunes
While India’s fortunes in the world’s most popular sport continue to spiral downward, neighbouring China is
beginning to show green shoots of recovery after years of underachievement and a string of match-fixing
scandals plaguing the game.
The Chinese Super League is attracting top players and managers from around the world while spectators
are flocking back to stadiums.
China’s national side, which went into decline after the 2002 World Cup, have performed above
expectations in Australia, winning all three of their group matches before falling to the hosts in the quarterfinals.
“China played the World Cup a few years back, so they have risen to a certain standard and it’s not too
difficult to get to that standard,” Dutta added. “We are targeting that level through our youth and
grassroots development.”
Eager to shake India out of its malaise, FIFA has put a development strategy in place, part of which will
see the country host the under-17 World Cup in 2017, which they hope will improve the infrastructure and
develop youth football.
Some in India blame clubs for the lack of focus on grassroots development.
“We have missed the bus several times,” football writer Jaydeep Basu said. “It’s the clubs who are
responsible for this state.
“From (David) Beckham to (Lionel) Messi, it’s always been the clubs who have unearthed talent and
brought up players from the age groups.
“The major clubs in India have always neglected this aspect.”
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Real Madrid sweep the board at Globe Soccer
Awards - Atlantis, Dubai
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Golden boys: Real Madrid's Carlo Ancelotti, James Rodriguez, Florentino Perez and Cristiano
Ronaldo all received awards.
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Cristiano Ronaldo leading the way after being named Best Player of the Year.
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- #360transfers: From Coentrao to Khedira - 10 players who could leave La
Liga in January (http://sport360.com/article/european/30666/360transferscoentrao-khedira-10-players-who-could-leave-la-liga-january)
Ronaldo was at Atlantis, The Palm to collect his trophy with Carlo Ancelotti claiming the
Manager of the Year prize, midfielder James Rodriguez given Player Revelation of the Year
Award, Florentino Perez named President of the Year and the Champions League holders
handed the Team of the Year for 2014 award.

Real Madrid hit-man Cristiano Ronaldo is hopeful of claiming of back-to-back Ballon d'Or titles.

Ronaldo, who will line up for Real Madrid against AC Milan in the Dubai Football Challenge
at 7he Sevens tonight, now hopes this award can be replicated at the Ballon d’Or ceremony
in Zurich on January 12.
“I hope that it can be a good signal but I’m not worried about that. The people who
vote know what they have to do. I just feel happy it’s one more trophy for my dedication
and hard work," he said.
“I want to say thank you to the people at Real Madrid – the players, the coach – we had a
fantastic season, we won four trophies and we are one of the best teams in the world. La
Decima was a special moment as Real Madrid have looked forward to winning it.
“To win this award is one of the great pleasures, I am very proud.”
Ronaldo scored 61 goals in 60 games for club and country and was leading scorer in last
season’s Champions League competition with 17.

How many Ballon d'Or awards has Cristiano Ronaldo
won?
1
2
3
4

Powered by

The Portuguese is determined to win more silverware for Los Blancos with Madrid leading
La Liga by a point ahead of Barcelona and are in the last 16 of the Champions League
having remained undefeated in the group stages.
“I am happy, I do what I like, to play football, to score goals, to make assists and help show
we are one of the best teams in the world," he added.
Other winners on the night were Bayern Munich and Morocco defender Mehdi Benatia, who
was crowned Best Arab Player while Milan coach Filippo Inzaghi was the recipient of the
Player Career Award.
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Cristiano Ronaldo talks w ith Uefa president Michel Platini after receiving the Best Player of the Year aw ard at the
Globe Soccer Aw ards ceremony in Dubai. — AFP
Dubai — It was the most unusual night. The dreamy settings of the Atlantis demanded grandeur and the guests were
more than happy to oblige, arriving for the Globe Soccer Awards gala in all their splendour. Their regal style and
poise on the red carpet made it unbelievably difficult to know if some of them were celebrities or just invitees.
You could hear the splutter of laughter from the photographers once they realised that the stylish people who sent
them into a frenzy were actually nobodies in public imagination.
Then there were also some like Michel Platini, one of the greatest midfielders ever and now one of the most powerful
men in football. Non-football people could have been forgiven for thinking the Frenchman was some theatre
personality.
Platini, who famously charmed the Old Lady in his heyday, is now in his late 50s. His mop of black hair still hasn’t
begun to turn grey. His graceful manners gave the impression as though he was some acclaimed actor on the stage,
greeting people in a festive scene.
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Pierluigi Collina was quite a contrast though. The bald Italian with frightening eyes could perfectly play the role of a
Sicilian gangster in a Francis Ford Coppola classic.

Like

What helped Collina win six Fifa Referee of the Year awards in a row? Maybe one long, hard stare at the impish
divers was enough to make sure there was fair play and no wrong penalty. Here on a starry night, he was making
heads turn and memories of Collina’s intimidating presence as a referee on a football field faded away as he politely
obliged to the selfie and autograph hunters.

365,384 people like Khaleej Times.

Seeing these people on such an occasion could also be a learning experience. How you pay a price for marrying a
famous footballer. Even if you are drop-dead gorgeous and a successful model like Jessica Lemarie, you could still be
pushed into obscurity. All the footballing romantics wanted was a piece of Robert Pires, Arsenal legend and French
World Cup and Euro winner. The Frenchman never lost his cool even when he was mobbed as Lemarie patiently
looked at the madness her 41-year-old husband sparked among diehard fans. One man didn’t set the hearts racing
though. He was once a global superstar who enthralled fans with his flamboyance and diving volleys on the net. But
on a Monday night in Dubai, Boris Becker was walking on crutches, only managing to draw a few glances from
curious onlookers.
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Maybe Novak Djokovic has something to do with the limping German. Did the current world number one push the
former world number one too hard in training? We will hopefully get an answer from the Serb on his current coach at
the Mubadala World Tennis Championship in Abu Dhabi later this week.
But what the photographers and the wide-eyed fans without an invitation card didn’t get was a glimpse of Cristiano
Ronaldo — the biggest attraction of the night. He was scheduled to arrive at 10pm and fans and photographers were
waiting and waiting for their biggest moment until somebody with an Italian accent announced that the Portuguese
superstar and his Colombian teammate, James Rodriguez, entered the Palm Ballroom through the back door.
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Hearts were broken and to see some of those kids react to it was akin to seeing a little girl weep after losing her
favourite toy.

+ 15,372
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Ronaldo didn’t lose anything though. In fact, Real Madrid’s most famous Galactico arrived to a standing ovation
before departing with two awards in his hands. The first one was the Player of the Year award and the next was
Marca Fans’ Favourite Player award.
The Portugal captain now sets his sights on his third Fifa Ballon d’Or. “I hope that it (the Dubai Globe Soccer best
player award) can be a good signal but I’m not worried about that. The people who vote know what they have to do,”
Ronaldo said about his chances of picking up his most favourite trophy on January 12 in Zurich.
“I just feel happy it’s one more trophy for my dedication and hard work. I want to say thank you to the people at Real
Madrid — the players, the coach. We had a fantastic season, we won four trophies and we are one of the best teams in
the world. “To win this award is one of the great pleasures, I am very proud.”
The unusual night ended with a familiar tale as one who rose from a humble background to become one of the most
recognisable faces in the world added another feather to his cap.
rituraj@khaleejtimes.com
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